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Before candles or cakes, presents or 
parties, JoAnn Parker’s daughters and 
grandchildren begin the celebration of 

their 18th birthdays with a trip to the voter regis-
trar’s offi ce to register to vote. JoAnn and Tom, 
her husband of nearly 50 years, have raised three 
daughters with faith, country and service at the 
center of their family.  

JoAnn was raised in a Yellow Dog Democrat 
household in East Texas by parents who believed 
FDR led the country out of the Depression. An 
avid student of civics during high school, JoAnn 
began questioning the facts about FDR’s role in 
food rationing of Americans. She ultimately de-
cided, when voting for the fi rst time at the JAG 
offi ce in Germany, that she was not voting for 
the Depression, but rather for current candidates 
and issues – and that she was a Republican.  

Her daughters have followed in her footsteps.  
At four years old, daughter Heidi worked a cam-
paign for Dave Treen by answering the phone, 
“Vote for Treen.” JoAnn even converted her 
mother, at age 87, to cross over to the Republi-
can Party.  

In her years as CFO of Helping Hands Interna-
tional and her 40-plus years of mission work, 
JoAnn has traveled the globe bringing humani-
tarian assistance to those in need. She has seen 
in different countries what has happened when 
people let their guard down. JoAnn is fearful that 
voters are not paying careful attention, and we 
are close to losing our way as a country.  

 
JoAnn remarked of her involvement with the 
NFRW, “There is no more critical time in our 
history than this election. America is on a preci-
pice, and we must vote our conservative values; 
otherwise, we are lost for a generation. Never in 
my life have I felt such an urgency for an elec-
tion than this one.”   §
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